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From One

“GREAT LEADER”

To Many
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hen most people buried at that depth cannot be left
think of a “great on North Korean soil.

leader” they think of
national heroes, reli-
gious figures, or influential people
from their own life.

"~ (6&%3,1
FROM NORTH
KOREA IS ONLY
THE FIRST
VICTORY IN A
SERIES OF
BATTLES YET
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Firstannounced in 1955 by Kim I
-Sung (affectionately referred to as
“Eternal Father”), Juche began as a
uniquely Korean expression of its

Few think of Kim Jong-Il, North socialist political identity. Initially, it
Korea's oppressive dictator...unless  was an attempt on behalf of North
they're defectors. Korean leaders to differentiate them-
selves from others like the Soviet
Union or China, it soon morphed into
something much different - and
more sinister — entirely.

This might seem absurd: why
would someone leave their country out
of desperation and still think of that
country’s dictator a great leader? But
for those raised under the Juche ide- Using Christianity as a template,
ology, questioning Kim Jong-Il's lead- North Korea developed its own reli-
ership amounts to high treasonand  gion, complete with weekly services
is rewarded with death. From birth,  of public devotion, sacred writings,
children are conditioned to protect  and even songs of worship. Under

soon purged and replaced with fear-
ful submission.

the Kim dynasty at all costs, even the threat of death, Juche was em- .It > r;o w?ndir S? flra:y a;t:\les-
sacrificing their own lives as “/human  bedded into the everyday lives of caplr;g, ZZT:)Iteht € rlsl - RS c:) o;
bombs” in the process. Ideology North Koreans with the Kim family as vember  the total number o

North Korean defectors living in
South Korea stood at 20,000...more
than double from just three years
And what Kim Jong-Il  earlier. Tens of thousands more are

says is law. Under believed to be in China.
Juche, only one man’s

ability to lead is
praiseworthy. Every-
one else exists to fol-
low. Any leadership

qualities that might
hv EPE}uv d ZVv}o}PCls VU ,CHvpallfddGttto And for many defectors who battle

& . o drug abuse, psychological problems,
S Z v ullvPX natural gifting are 0]

the object of ultimate
veneration.

But escaping from North Korea is
only the first victory in a series of
battles yet to come. Leaving one’s
home is one thing, learning a whole
new way of living is quite another.




